Dressings, Casts & Splints
Advice Sheet

Your pet has had a dressing/cast/splint
applied, which will need to stay in place for

some time, as outlined in your pet’s discharge

instructions.
Home care:

Please ensure that the dressing remains
clean and dry at all fimes. If the dressing
gefts wet it will require changing.

The dressing must be covered with a
waterproof bag during trips outside.
Warterproof bags must be removed
between walks.

Please check the top and bottom of the
dressing twice daily for signs of problems
such as the skin rubbing or dressing
slipping.

Please check the toes daily if they have
been left exposed to ensure that they
are comfortable, have normal sensation
and are not cold or swollen. The toe nails
may look pushed apart if swelling has
occurred.,

Swollen toes

Contact Us (24/7)

T: 0117 394 0513
E: sah@langfordvets.co.uk

langfordvets.co.uk

Contact your veterinary surgeon in
the event of:

Slipping or changes to the shape of the
dressing on the limb

Signs of discomfort, such as chewing of
the dressing / splint / cast

A bad smell or unexplained soiling /

wetness of the dressing / splint / cast

Any sores or swellings developing
associated with the splint or cast

Your pet becoming lethargic or
not eating

Toes are swollen

Dressing changes:

* Your pet will require dressing changes, so
please make regular appointments for
them.

* Your pet should be starved from
midnight prior to a dressing change, as
sedation may be required, but water
should be left accessible.

* The frequency of dressing changes will
be determined by your pet’s progress
and should be discussed with your
veterinary surgeon or us.

Complications:

It is essential that you follow instructions
carefully as complications associated with
dressings can be very serious. Complications
can include skin sores from rubbing, wound
infections, disuse muscle wastage, reduced
joint range of motion, limlb necrosis secondary
to swelling and blood supply compromise.

If you have any queries or concerns
about your pet’s dressing, cast or splint,
please discuss this with a veterinary
surgeon or contact us.
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